
                                      

 

 

 
 

 The Apollo Theater   
in collaboration with 

BALLET HISPÁNICO  

Presents 

 
The World Premiere of  

Annabelle Lopez Ochoa’s Tiburones 

A Restaging of Nací by Andrea Miller 

Con Brazos Abiertos by Michelle Manzanales 

 

 November 22-23, 2019 at 8:00 p.m.  
 

Harlem, N.Y., October 1, 2019– Ballet Hispánico, the nation’s premier Latino dance 

organization, returns to the Apollo stage on Friday and Saturday, November 22 and 23, 2019 at 

8:00 p.m. with a program that continues its commitment to staging works by female, Latinx 

choreographers. Ballet Hispánico is sponsored by GOYA, which has sponsored the company 

since 1977. 

 

In the world premiere of Tiburones, Annabelle Lopez Ochoa addresses the discrimination and 

stereotypes placed upon Latinx culture and the power the media has in portraying these themes 

by diminishing the voices of Latinx artists. Ochoa will deconstruct gender roles and identity to 

revitalize an authentic perspective of Puerto Rican icons appropriated within the entertainment 

industry. 

 

In this restaging of Nací (2009), choreographer Andrea Miller draws from the duality of her 

Spanish and Jewish-American background and employs her distinctive movement style to 

investigate the Sephardic culture of Spain, with its Moorish influence and profound sense of 

community, despite hardship. 

 

Con Brazos Abiertos (2017) is a fun and frank look at life caught between two cultures. Michelle 

Manzanales utilizes iconic Mexican symbols that she was reluctant to embrace as a Mexican-

American child growing up in Texas, to speak to the immigrant experience. Intertwining 

folkloric representations with humor and music that ranges from Julio Iglesias to Rock en 

Español, the work brings life to a Latino dilemma. 

 

“We are thrilled to bring the World Premiere of Annabelle Lopez Ochoa’s Tiburones to the 

Apollo Theater. Ballet Hispánico is dedicated to providing arts programming that is accessible to 

community members of all ages, abilities, and backgrounds and we are grateful for this 

continued partnership with the Apollo, allowing us another opportunity to elevate the voices of 

Latinx and female artists,” said Artistic Director & CEO Eduardo Vilaro.  
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“Our collaboration with Ballet Hispánico not only speaks to the importance of presenting such 

vital works in Harlem, but also speaks to the Apollo’s mission of continuing to create a 21st 

century performing arts canon. We want to not only commission and present a myriad of new 

multidisciplinary works, but also continue being a home for cultural innovators such as Ballet 

Hispánico,” said Kamilah Forbes, Apollo Theater Executive Producer. 

 

"We are proud to support the work and talent of Ballet Hispánico because we value organizations 

who bring together communities of all cultures and ages through the beauty and passion of their 

art form," said Rafael Toro, Director of Public Relations of GOYA Foods. 

 

Ticket Info 

Tickets begin at $13.50 and are available by phone at (800) 745-3000 or online at 

https://www.apollotheater.org/event/ballet-hispanico-4/2019-11-22/. For more information, visit 

apollotheater.org. 

 

About GOYA 
Founded in 1936, Goya Foods, Inc. is America’s largest Hispanic-owned food company, and has 

established itself as the leader in Latin American food and condiments. Goya manufactures, 

packages, and distributes over 2,500 high-quality food products from Spain, the Caribbean, 

Mexico, Central and South America. Goya products have their roots in the culinary traditions of 

Hispanic communities around the world. The combination of authentic ingredients, robust 

seasonings and convenient preparation makes Goya products ideal for every taste and every 

table. For more information on Goya Foods, please visit www.goya.com.  

 

About Ballet Hispánico 

Ballet Hispánico, America's leading Latino dance organization, has been bringing individuals 

and communities together to celebrate and explore Latino cultures through dance for nearly 50 

years. Whether dancing on stage, in school, or in the street, Ballet Hispánico creates a space 

where few institutions are breaking ground. 

 

The organization’s founder, National Medal of Arts recipient Tina Ramirez, sought to give voice 

to the Hispanic experience and break through stereotypes. Today, Ballet Hispánico is led by 

Eduardo Vilaro, an acclaimed choreographer and former member of the Company whose vision 

of social equity, cultural identity, and quality arts education for all drives its programs. 

 

Ballet Hispánico, a role model in and for the Latino community, is inspiring creativity and social 

awareness in our neighborhoods and across the country by providing access to arts education. 

 

About the Apollo Theater  
The legendary Apollo Theater—the soul of American culture—plays a vital role in cultivating 

emerging artists and launching legends. Since its founding, the Apollo has served as a center of 

innovation and a creative catalyst for Harlem, the city of New York, and the world. 

  

With music at its core, the Apollo’s programming extends to dance, theater, spoken word, and 

more. This includes special programs such as the blockbuster concert Bruno Mars Live at the 

Apollo, 100: The Apollo Celebrates Ella, the annual Africa Now! Festival, the New York 

premiere of the opera We Shall Not Be Moved, and the world premiere of Between the World and 

Me. The Apollo is a performing arts presenting organization that also produces festivals and 

large-scale dance and music works organized around a set of core initiatives that celebrate and 

https://www.apollotheater.org/event/ballet-hispanico-4/2019-11-22/
file://///ella/E/Dept/Communications/2019-2020/PUBLIC%20RELATIONS/Press%20Releases/Ballet%20Hispanico/apollotheater.org
http://www.goya.com/
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extend the Apollo’s legacy through a contemporary lens; global festivals including the Women of 

the World (WOW) Festival and Breakin’ Convention, international and U.S.-based artist 

presentations focused on a specific theme; and special projects, multidisciplinary collaborations 

with partner organizations. 

  

Since introducing the first Amateur Night contests in 1934, the Apollo Theater has served as a 

testing ground for new artists working across a variety of art forms and has ushered in the 

emergence of many new musical genres—including jazz, swing, bebop, R&B, gospel, blues, 

soul, and hip-hop. Among the countless legendary performers who launched their careers at the 

Apollo are D’Angelo, Lauryn Hill, H.E.R., Machine Gun Kelly, Miri Ben Ari, Ella Fitzgerald, 

Sarah Vaughan, Billie Holiday, James Brown, Gladys Knight, Luther Vandross, and Stevie 

Wonder; and the Apollo’s forward-looking artistic vision continues to build on this legacy. 

 

Support 
The Apollo's 2019-2020 season is made possible by leadership support from Coca-Cola, Citi, Ford 

Foundation, Howard Gilman Foundation, and the Jerome L. Greene Arts Access Fund in the New 

York Community Trust. 

 

Public support for the Apollo Theater is provided by the National Endowment for the Arts, the 

New York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New 

York State Legislature, and from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership 

with the City Council. 

 

Univision Communications, Inc. is the Media Sponsor of Ballet Hispánico.  

 

Ballet Hispánico is sponsored by Goya. This performance at the Apollo is sponsored by Citi. 
  

### 
 

For more information, please contact:       
press@apollotheater.org 
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